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Brazil  
 

Through the Lens 

 

A Greentours Itinerary 
 

The tour structure will be different from normal Greentours trips with more emphasis on 

being in the field at the best time for photography i.e. getting up early for the first 

couple of hours of light for landscapes, staying out later for sunsets, night walks. Most 

tuition will be in the field with the chance to review things in the evening on a laptop 

for those shooting digital. Since people will be of varying abilities rather than a formal 

series of lectures full of technical talk we’ll be opting for a relaxed approach with 

Chris providing pointers ‘in the field’ as they are needed and holding sessions as and 

when we encounter suitable subjects. These will be aimed at improving technique in 

terms of composition, depth of field and exposure. However, to set the scene there 

will be a discussion at the start to ascertain abilities and go through various aspects at 

some stage during some days when appropriate.  
 

Southern Brazil is a superb location for photography, especially for the amazingly rich 

and often approachable mammal and bird life. This is a ‘no rush’ tour concentrating 

on photographic subjects, both macro and long-lens. Nonetheless always have 

binoculars handy as the bird and animal watching will still be good, it’s just that 

building a big list is not the main aim with this tour. 
 

It is important to be familiar with at least the basic operation of your kit. Endless 

fiddling as your subject slowly creeps away and other group members are waiting is 

not what you want, understand the buttons. There will be times where some of us miss 

out because a subject doesn’t wait around, please be patient as this is unavoidable 

and we’ll all get/miss our chances! Ideally we want to be concentrating on improving 

composition, exposure and sharpness not which button to press for this or that to 

happen. 

 

Days 1 & 2  

To Cuiabá, then to Chapada dos Guimarães 
 

We’ll depart London in the evening on our direct flight to São Paulo and from there 

we’ll catch a flight to Cuiabá landing with enough time to travel in daylight to the 

comfortable Pousada do Parque in the Chapada dos Guimarães, though we’ll be 

hard pressed not to stop for the wildlife en route! 

 

Days 3 & 4(am) 

Chapada dos Guimarães 
 

In contrast to the flat Pantanal landscape you’ll see for the main part of this holiday 

the Chapada dos Guimarães is a scenic mix of rocky cliffs, waterfalls, cerrado 

grasslands and riparian forests. We will spend time exploring these habitats which are 
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especially good for birds such as Curl-crested Jay, Burrowing Owl, Red-crested Finch, 

Swallow Tanager, White-eared Puffbird, Campo Flicker and White-lined Tanager 

amongst others. A good area for birds of prey including both Plumbeous Kite and the 

elegant Swallow-tailed Kite. 

 

Days 4(pm) – 12   

The Pantanal - Pouso Alegre & Rio Claro, Porto Joffre for Jaguars and more, also 

Pixaim River  
 

Covering an area the size of Britain this vast wetland is actually a complex of marshes, 

grassland and patches of terra firma forest. There is a wonderful diversity of animals 

and we can expect to see and photograph numerous Capybara and Coati as well 

as Black-and-Gold Howler and its diminutive relation the Bare-ear Marmoset. Larger 

beasts on the agenda include the Brazilian Tapir, Marsh Deer, foraging herds of 

Peccary, and we have an excellent chance of seeing and photographing the 

handsome Giant Anteater. Peach-fronted and Monk Parakeets squawk in trees as we 

watch Red Brocket Deer, Undulated Tinamous, chuntering Chaco Chachalacas, 

gangly Red-legged Sereimas and abundant terrapins, tree frogs, Common Tegu 

Lizards and Iguanas. Greater Rheas stalk grasslands whilst Macaws include the 

endangered Hyacinth, as well as Golden-collared and Red-shouldered – magnificent 

birds all and good subjects as they are large, colourful and approachable! 
 

The ninety mile road terminates at Porto Joffre from where we will take a number of 

daytime boat trips in search of that cat! Jaguars have been seen here regularly and 

we stand a very good chance of encountering one as we explore the various 

waterways. We have seen them on all our recent trips to the Pantanal and so believe 

you have a very good chance of seeing and photographing this amazing cat. See 

some of the pictures taken on recent tours on the news pages. Wattled Jacanas 

scamper across giant Victoria Water-lilies, the impressive seventy centimetre wide 

leaves have undersides armed with long spines. Anhingas, Ringed and Amazon 

Kingfishers, Pale-legged Horneros and Little Blue Herons are common along the banks 

and we’ll hope to see the very local Maguari Stork. A slinky Tayra might suddenly 

cross our path and disturb the colourful butterflies mud-puddling by the track side. 

Even the butterflies can hardly match the Blue-crowned Trogons, Rufous-tailed 

Jacamars, Crimson-crested Finches and superb Red-headed Blackbirds for sheer 

brilliance. 
 

Night drives will reveal various mammals such as Crab-eating Raccoon, Crab-eating 

Fox, and the simply gorgeous Ocelot, a particularly pretty feline that we hope we’ll 

see and hopefully photograph on several occasions. Great Potoos perch on dead 

stumps and we’ll see Boat-billed Heron and Great Horned Owl. There are plenty of 

‘nightjar’ species and we’ll likely encounter Nacunda Nighthawks, Band-tailed 

Nightjar and the unusual Scissor-tailed Nightjar.  
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Boat trips on the Pixiam River take us to the home of the Giant Otter, families of which 

cavort in the dark waters. They share the waters with many Caiman and the odd 

Anaconda. Smaller Caiman might fall prey to the mighty beak of the Jabiru, one of 

the largest birds in the world, and common along the Pixaim. We’ll also encounter 

colourful Roseate Spoonbill, Rufescent Tiger Heron, Capped Heron and with luck, the 

curious Southern Screamer, a large ungainly bird that does indeed scream a lot and 

appears to have been put together from an assortment of birds from geese to 

vultures. Cryptic Sunbitterns amaze with their improbably-patterned plumage. In the 

wooded areas we’ll encounter some wonderful woodpeckers. There’s the impressive 

Great Rufous Woodcreeper, Golden Green Woodpecker, Crimson-headed 

Woodpecker, Cream-crested Woodpecker, and the gorgeous White Woodpecker. 

The stunning male Helmeted Manakin with his punkish red cap is joined by dapper 

Toco Toucans, Squirrel Cuckoos and Red-throated Piping-Guans. As we admire the 

smaller relative of the Giant Anteater, the gorgeous little Collared Tamandua, resting 

in a tree, we might see Rusty-fronted Tody Flycatcher, Moustached Wren or Mato 

Grosso Antbird, whilst the sizeable Bare-faced Curassow struts across a path.  

 

Day 13 

To Cuiabá and Departure 
 

We’ll traverse the Pantanal’s wildlife-filled landscapes (and therefore will need to 

allow plenty of time to stop!) en route to the airport in Cuiabá where we’ll 

commence our journey back to Europe via São Paulo. 

 

Day 14 

Arrive Europe 

 

 

Cristalino Extension 
 

Day 13  

To Cristalino 
 

We’ll catch a flight from Cuiabá directly over the dense southern Amazonian 

rainforests to Cristalino where we’ll spend the best part of the next six days 

photographing the tremendously rich, beautiful and often approachable wildlife of 

the heart of the Southern Amazonian Rainforests. Cristalino’s private reserve of more 

than 28,000 acres borders several million hectares of protected land protecting a 

huge swathe of northern Mato Grosso, one of the World’s most biodiverse regions. 

Operating for twenty years the lodge has developed an amazing ability to produce 

sightings of choice species. 
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Days 14 – 19(am) 

Cristalino 
 

The quiet waterways of Cristalino are a perfect way to access the diverse forest types 

found in southern Amazonia and we’ll use them to reach magnificent stands of 

towering Brazilnut trees, terra firma forest and even an area of dry cerrado. The 

birdwatching is excellent and we’d hope to see over two hundred species including 

Red-necked Aracari, Black-tailed Trogon, Painted Parakeet, vivid Spangled Cotingas, 

the fantastic Long-billed Woodcreeper with its odd whistling cry and if we’re lucky 

and quiet the bizarre Dark-winged Trumpeter that stalks the forest floor in family 

groups. We’ll spend time high up at canopy level on top of a thirty metre observation 

platform to get the best viewing, the sunset over the forest from up here is a magical 

experience. Here we can photograph Scarlet Macaws, Channel-billed Toucans, 

Long-tailed Tyrants and diverse mixed bird flocks. There is a regularly used Harpy 

Eagle nest nearby too! Gentle boat rides will enable us to see and photograph 

Brazilian Tapir, Neotropical Otters and impressive Razor-billed Curassows. Our lenses 

may be trained on Morphos, which are common, along with bizarre helicopter 

damselflies. Or perhaps we’ll be distracted by the stunning Manakins - Blue-backed, 

Red-headed, Snow-capped, Fiery-capped, and Flame-crowned are all found here. 

We’ll seek bamboo-specialists like the Peruvian Recurvebill, Ornate Antwren and 

Rose-breasted Chat, and larger birds such as Red-throated Piping Guan, Zig-zag and 

Agami Herons, many Jacamers and Puffbirds, and the Amazonian Umbrellabird. 

There will be opportunities to photograph some of the many spoecies of primates that 

Cristalino is famous for including Red-handed Howler, Red-nosed Saki, the endemic 

White-whiskered Spider Monkey, and with luck the rare Snethlage’s Marmoset and 

Orabassu Titi Monkey. 
 

Even though it is the dry season butterflies are also abundant. We’ll find perfectly 

camouflaged Caligo eurilochus Owl Butterfly, equally well-camouflaged Catoblepia 

eunomia, stunning blue Morphos and Diaethria clymena with their distinctive numeral 

‘89’ underwing patterns. Joining all this winged abundance are the mammals and 

these include the charming, but shy, Dusky Titi Monkey, and the more boisterous 

Brown Capuchins which we’ll see plenty of! Night Monkeys are also quite common 

here and from nocturnal and late afternoon boat rides we should see both White-

lipped and Collared Peccaries, as well as Neotropical River Otters and if we are lucky 

perhaps a Tayra or a Collared Anteater. The last forest pools of the dry season prove 

a magnet for forest birds with hummingbirds busy around them during the day, but in 

the late afternoon and dusk it’s possible to observe a dozen or more species of hard 

to find forest birds from white-browed purpletufts to Scale-backed Antbirds and 

Streaked Ant-Wren, even the very elusive Southern Ant-Pipit and stunning Chestnut-

belted Gnateater. There is such an abundance of stunning wildlife here that you’ll 

always be busy! 
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Day 19(pm) 

To Alta Floresta and Departure 
 

We’ll leave the rainforests and head to the airport in Alta Floresta where we’ll 

commence our journey back to Europe via São Paulo. 

 

Day 20 

arrive UK 

 

 

Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the latest trip report from similar 

tours to Brazil. If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this holiday, please 

call 01298 83563 or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  
 

To Book on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download from 

www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 

Greentours, PO Box 148, Buxton SK17 1BE, UK. Tel/Fax +44 (0)1298 83563. After booking 

your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed information pack will 

be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Bird and mammal checklists are 

available. 
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